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 With the concept of grace in 18th century aesthetic and moral theory a category emerges that allows to 
stage violence as both ethically legitimate and extremely beautiful. The spectator is thereby afforded an 
affirmative, even loving reception of the hero(ines’) violent acts and, by extension, a full identification with 
them. At the same time, graceful warriors are constructed as subjects who themselves do their duties 
lovingly, without being forced and with full harmony of will and nature. In Kleist’s Penthesilea, Werner’s 
Wanda and Caroline de la Motte Fouqué’s Das Heldenmädchen aus der Vendée, love is not only the aim 
or trophy of battle, but it is itself expressed and performed in the fights – love has become a genuine 
battlefield emotion. Also in the poetry of the Wars of Liberation (1813 - 1815), love plays an important role 
in the emotional self--‐description of the soldier: as the worthiest aim to fight for, as love for the nation, or 
even in the rejection of erotic love in favor of the emotional experience of combat, which is perceived as 
even transcending the intensity of love. In my presentation I will examine the function of this 
sentimentalization of war in the context of rising nationalism and the proliferation of war theories during 
the early 19th century. Secondly, I am going to explore the correlation between the conceptualization of 
love as a battlefield emotion and the sentimentalization of the family as the heart of bourgeois ideology in 
18th century literature and arts. What are the cultural implications of transferring the epitome of the 
private – the bourgeois feminine and the concept of romantic love – to the sphere of warfare? My 
presentation will discuss these questions by analyzing the aforementioned literary texts and by bringing 
them into contact with pertinent military research. 
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